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FOREWORD 


The First 10 Years 


Soil Biology & Biochemistry was launched 10 years ago in the hope that it would serve as an important 
medium for the publication of research papers in this field of growing importance. Its launching was a 
considerable act of faith on the part of Pergamon Press, because although the Editorial Board was quite 
convinced of the need for a journal devoted to all the various topics that constitute the subject matter 
for the journal. it was far from certain that the number of research workers in this field would justify the 
risks involved in its launching. Looking back over the last 10 years we can see the growing importance 
of soil biology and biochemistry in both all aspects of agricultural production and also in the control of 
the environment. More than ever it is being realized the importance of obtaining a deeper understanding 
of the inter-relations between plant growth, root activity and development—the soil and the organisms living 
in the soil and in, on and around the plants’ roots. This is allowing an increased knowledge of the biological 
consequences of new agricultural techniques being developed for increasing the productivity of the world’s 
land resources 

| believe that everybody working in the range of subjects covered by Soil Biology & Biochemistry can 
look forward to an increasing general recognition of the importance of research in these fields: and the 
Editorial Board will endeavour to ensure that this Journal will continue in the years to come to provide 
an important means of disseminating the results of their work 


E. W. RUSSEL! 


Sal B Binh Vol Pp 
© Pergamon Press Lid 1979. Printed in Grea ; 
4 
Vol 11 
* 
' 
san 


